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CINERARY URNS, 

DISCOYEBED NEAB DTnJDBTTM, COUNTT DOWN. 



fO THE EDITOE OP THE UESTEE JOT7BHAX OF ABC3LS0L0GT. 

Deab Sib, I send you for insertion in your journal particulars of an interesting discovery recently 

made near Dundrum, county Down, Where the Marquis of Downshire is making a bridge to connect 
Keel point (said to be so named from the quantity of red ochreous clay found there, and called 
"keel" by the country people,) with the promontory of Murlough, upon which his Lordship is 
about to build a mariae villa. 

The workmen in cutting away a bank of shingly clay, so as to procure fiUing-up materials, came 
upon two graves, made of rough slabs of whin-stone, and containing human bones. As they 
were hastily broken up, and the stones themselves used in the work, their dimensions cannot 
now be given with certainty; but the foreman carpenter, Mr. William Greer, a most intelli- 
gent man, told me ihat one of the graves measured about 3 \ feet long, 14 inches broad, and 
18 inches deep. 

In the same cutting were found, at the depth of 3 feet, ten cinerary urns of unbaked clay, 
standing 3 feet apart, &&& all but one turned bottom upwards, resting upon flags, and containing 
charred human bones- On being brought to light, between the exposure to the air and the rough- 
ness of the workmen, they all fell to pieces except two, a drawing of which I send you, one-fourth 
of the real size. 

The larger of the two has a rich ornamental border' round the mouth, about 2f inches deep, made 
evidently by pressing a cord upon the clay while in a soft state; &r the marks of the fibre of the 
cord are still to be seen. This urn contained large pieces of charred bones, and a ring made of 
shale, a sketch of which (of the actual size) accompanies the drawing of the urns. 

The smaller urn ^as found with its mouth upwards, and contained very small fragments of 
charred bones, mixed with charcoal in about the proportion of half and half. 

These urns are now^ in the cabinet of Lady Downshire, at Hillsborough Castle. 

George A. Carbttthebs. 
Melfast, \9th March, 1858. 
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